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Merry Christmas!

Another mystery program this month — but in thegajure, don’t most of us
attend the meetings just to see friends and talio?a

Be there on Tuesday night!

Remember that the price of dinner has increas&d%o

December Meeting

Tuesday, December 11, 2007
Dinner at 6:30pm — Program at 7:30pm

Lake City Elks Club
N.E. 145" and Lake City Way



VP5W — The Short Story

By Jim Hadlock, K7WA and the VP5W Team

WWDXC members W7VV, VE7XF, K7LAZ, and K7WA operated 2207 CQ WW DX Contest (CW)
as VP5W in the Multi-Operator 2 Transmitter catggo®ur operation was from the Hamlet, a rentatlags
owned by Jody, VP5JM, equipped with towers andrard@e located on the island of Provodenciales in the
Turks and Caicos Islands. In spite of having thte@nas in place we carried eight large cases,waigjhing
over 70 Ibs, of our own equipment. The two staioonsisted of FT1000MP transceivers and ACOM 1000
amplifiers. K7LAZ brought a 2 element SteppIR whige put on the six meter rooftop tower for thetesh
In addition to the rigs and antenna, we broughtoaum computers, filters, stubs, tools, spares,@ardonal
gear. N1MM software was used for logging.

We arrived a week before the contest to sehastations and become familiar with the rigs aaall
propagation. The QTH is about a quarter mile ftaembeach and 300 ft above the water with a cleatr fsom
Africa through Europe and North America. OperatsgV/P5/home calls, all we had to do to starteupilwas
tune up and send our call. It quickly became agpahat 40 and 20 would be the workhorse bandhb, 80
and 15 right behind. 160 would be important toonfiltipliers and several hundred contacts. 4Censehere
IS amazing — propagation to Europe starts aboud23hd continues all night and into the morningrisou
North America starts a little later as the termimmatvorks its way across the continent.

With sunrise at 1100Z and sunset at 2200Z, we w®re in sync with Europe and eastern North Acaeri

than the west coast. The first west coast staappgar about 0245Z (N7TT, NOADG, W7JEN, and W1YY/7
In the 0330Z to 0430Z hour we worked 4X4s and Jon,
KL2A, at 9K2HN. The first JA was at 0820Z, and &L’
and VK’s came in around 0900Z. Meanwhile, European
signals continue strong until about 1030Z. It wassible
to work Europe, South America, North America, Japan
and the Pacific all at the same time! Propagatahe
west coast and Japan continue until 1300Z, twoshafter
sunrise. We did similar studies on other bands and
VE7XF compiled the data for our band plans.

Antennas consisted of:

160: Dipole about 15 ft. high, but it plays lik&si
much higher

80: Forcel2 loaded dipole at 40 ft. fixed north

40: Forcel2 2 element yagi at 60 ft., and a
rotatable dipole on the Cushcraft A-4

20, 15, 10: Cushcraft A-4 at 50 ft., 2 element
SteppIR at 25 ft., and Forcel2 XR-5 at 50 ft.

We also used a fixed pair of 3 element yagis on 10
meters to check propagation.

We began the contest on 20 and 40 (where N6M& wa
our first contact!), with the 20 meter station wiagka few
multipliers before going to 80. Through the fingght we
worked hard on 40 with one station, and 80/160 with
other. Twelve hours into the contest we had 2@S®s
and started working on 20 and 15. By the end efitist
day we were up to 4,911 QSOs and returned to the lo
bands for the second night. Rates were a litbievest; at
36 hours we had 6,639 QSOs and at the end of thtestdhe total was 8,494. We caught a two hoaning
on 10 Sunday morning for about 240 QSOs from wédist®and eastern North America. Operators worked
two to three hour shifts, with W7VV and K7WA contexting on 40 and 20, and K7LAZ and VE7XF on 160,
80, 15, and 10. We found that we could often romtfNAmericans (2 point QSOs) faster than Europeo(8t
QSO0s), although the pileups from Europe continledughout the contest. Our final raw numbers were:



Band QSOs Countries Zones

160 464 50 13
80 1090 96 25
40 2746 126 31
20 2416 120 32
15 1536 111 26
10 242 19 13

Score: 13,122,826

Even though conditions are generally poor weevedale to run stations for the whole contest. Vissed
some multipliers, especially in the Pacific and East, because we couldn’t bust the pileup of affem
across North America. Nevertheless, we had a grgarience and improved on last year’s score.

We would be remiss not to mention some othérs made this effort possible. Brian, NOSADG, preadd
hours of support and consultation on software atd/orking. In addition, he loaned us his new ACQ800
linear before he even had a chance to use it! ,J8d$JIM, upgraded her antennas this year and ¢katted in
higher QSO numbers, especially on 40. And than&gd our families and friends who put up with ey in
the sunny Caribbean for two weeks over Thanksgiwhde they stayed home in the rain and cold!

Photos:

K7LAZ VP5W Crew at Seatac
VP5W Crew at VP5 W7VV

VE7XF K7WA



50 Years and NO CONTEST!

By Clay Brown, K7THC

| was first licensed in 1957 while living in Bremamt Washington. My father got his ticket at thensaime.
It was something that he wanted to do since bafévé I, and when | became interested, it clicked.

That was the very early days of SSB, and thaglsamy fancy. After building a crystal latticétdr, and
using an ARC 5, my Dad and parted directions. lde a/forty meter AM guy! About that time, | became
acquainted with the infamous W7PHO and DX . Asfatiier used his forty meter fixed quad to talk i® h
buddies in the mid-west (crystal controlled, ns)e$ began chasing Gus Browning, Danny Weil, at D
Miller around the globe.

At that point, | hated contests — just a whaladh of guys screaming their heads off and cloggmghe
whole band — and | guess | felt that way for maegrg. | essentially went QRT in the very earlyh&es, only
to get back on the air in 2006.

| have been way behind on the computer, logging, internet aspects of the game, and probablyhexter
catch up, but it is fun and challenging.

A few weeks back, | tried the Sweepstakes S8 tithout properly logging it. Then | started to
investigate logging by the computer. Pretty tofagtthis old guy! However, with the help of the adxc
reflector, and particularly N7BF, | got far enougto it to try the CQWW-CW contest. | HAD A GREAT
TIME!

Due to previous commitments, | missed the fiedf of both Saturday and Sunday, but managed & sxfo
over 240,000. | did lots of rather stupid thind&li't get zones 3, 4, 5, and 6 on most bands -BX)t but the
bug has me for the time being. | didn’t work amythnew, but did work some new band entities #&h get



them confirmed. | was quite impressed with whahs®f the stations in this region did manage tando
totaling countries, zones, and scores. These mugs know what they're doing. As the guy from kalenia
said “I'LL BE BACK".

Contest Corner
By Mike Dinkelman, N7WA

November is a busy month for contests big and siBalbw is the activity | have noted for the Sweefst
and CQWW CW. Note: It's a lot easier on me if yoost your scores and comment to 3830 as well as the
WWDXC list. (There is a simple web page for doirgy-shttp://www.hornucopia.com/3830score/and you
don’t have to be a subscriber to 3830). Why isagier?

1) | don’t have to keep track and store various irdilial emails. (Even though they are archived on the
WWDXC list, there can be a lot of other stuff tooAnd frankly, | lose a lot of stuff.

2) It's already formatted the preferred way

3) Class and power are indicated

4) For trophy related events, it provides a transpardn the other clubs so they can see scores. (Just
remember to indicate the WWDXC!)

Holiday Cheers to you all!

2007 SS CW
Call QSOs Secs hr  Score
Multi-Op

NN7SS (HP) 1074 80 22 171,840
K6UFO & K7OP)

N7WA (LP) 885 80 24 141,600
(NGAX, WAGRJIY, N7TWA)

Single Op HP

N7BF 584 78 91,104
Single Op LP

K7HBN 532 80 15 85,120
N7ZG 530 70 20 82,680
W7TMT 448 78 23 69,888
K7WA 436 79 22 68,888
Single Op QRP

KX7L 189 65 11 24,570

SO Unlimited HP
K7RL 964 80 15 154,240

SS CW Soapbox

Call: K7HBN First sweep in quite awhile, I'm feeling my aget this is still my favorite contest by far.

Call: K7RL Only planned to work the contest a few hours,dautditions were pretty good so | hung-in there
a little longer. Thanks to all for the Qs.

Call: KTWA Foiled again in my pursuit of a Clean Sweep - ligirard ones came easy and usually easy ones



were tough! 15 meters tried a few times, but negeally opened for us in the northwest. Took ttB8eminute
breaks to change the antennas from daytime to raghfiguration. Enjoyed another SS with three pthe
members of the WWA CW SS Class of 1959 (K7SS, K7H&MN K7CW).

Call: NN7SS My best SS-CW QSO numbers ever (by 8 QSOs), batdldreat help from Doug KO7P - who
with a narrow filter would happily sit and run stats all day! That left me to search for the muidigs. As
usual, | worried too much about finding all ther&'asections. We had 78 of the 80 sections withenfirst 5
hours, leaving only WTX (not a problem) and NL -avhadn't been spotted at all on Saturday. But Sunda
morning they were spotted, and they were therd waak and it took some hard pileup work by KO7ReA
that, we just ran as much as we could, mixed safrch and pounce for any unworked stations.

We knocked off at local midnight the first day,haligh continuing on another two hours would havet bee
snail's pace later in the last two hours of thetestn On sunday afternoon Doug was happy with 1Q8Ms
and a picture of his smiling face, and went homayihg me to slog out the last three hours.

Last year this station won 1st Place for Multi-¢enop the West Coast Region, NW Division and WWAE

- and this year we wanted to keep the title, sotlipa lot of station improvements. | got a releaB0m antenna
working (and not blowing out at high power), autdesaall the antenna and filter switching for the tradios,
and got a second computer networked for our Mirgle.This worked well, and should also be usetul f
SOZ2R in the future. We had some network glitchingjch might have been RF. Otherwise, everythingl hel
together - yeah!

Call: N7WA Things started out badly, the USB port contrgllthe run rig Winkeyer was acting strange and
kicking the Winkeyer back into stand-alone, thusafling the CW functions keys. (I'm sure its theBysrt
because | had a USB jump drive acting strangelyedk) After a couple hours of trouble shooting (letrying

to run) we just built a LPT interface and swapgdead parallel with the Winkeyer and got back in greve. I'm
sure it cost us some Q's though as we always seémkxse the run frequency when trying something or
resetting the port.

Even though a multi-op, we ran Low Power. Thatyaiat an immediate disadvantage against the caiopeti
but | feel we did OK and still had fun. New bandpétters (homebrewed W3NQN design) worked well and
you could virtually shut out the other radio at thewer levels we were using. Next step is to geheso
automatic band switching rigged up. This was thst fyear | had radios side by side and the opesatould
stay in hand signal contact plus Ward built andugha an audio box that allowed the Mult rig todistin on the
run rig.

This was the first time ever for a clean sweep. 38 a post for VY1JA on 15M but it was a definitego.
Then, while running on 20M, VY1EIl popped up. Whelwjust took a break after that (and watched the
Seahawks grab defeat from victory in overtimehimhk most all the other sections had multiple cotgal have

to thank Ward (NGAX) and Jack (WAQRJY) for comingtdo play. It sure makes Sunday less of a day of
doldrums and you can learn a lot from those two.

Call: N7ZG Managed to get the station out of mothballs andamp running (antenna assembly and
checkout). No sunspots but the A/K indexes wens. Idook 3 hours off mid-day on Sun for some
family/church time. Got a full nights sleep totig year had an all time high of 78 sections. Onigsed VO1
and WPA. WPA? | can't believe | missed WPA. Lee

Call: KX7L Was expecting 80 and 40 to be the money bands giheesunspot level, and my lack of a "real"
20m antenna, but 20 was still where the high natr®, at least for my QRP signal.

2007 SS SSB
Call QSOs Secs hr  Score

Multi-Op HP




NN7SS 1322 80 24 211,520 (K6UFO ,KG7CM,KH6XT,KO7P)

Single Op HP

W7WA 1944 79 307,152
N7BF 404 77 62,216
KT7G 168 76 25,536
Single Op LP

W7QN 170 56 12.2 19,040

SO Unlimited HP
K7RL 1853 80 24 296,480

SS SSB Soapbox

Call: NN7SS My best SS-SSB QSO numbers ever! Everything watedein the Thursday night NCCC
practices, and ready to go. | got a great staft thie rate over 100 in the first hour. After thatyas long, hard
SSB work. 20m was packed and everyone had QRM timdies, and on top as well. 15m was a bit bétser
CW weekend thanks to some sunspots. We did batt&m thanks to some more time spent there, aad th
moved and re-installed beverages helped me hetarbetll the band decoders, filters and stubs wdrireat,
letting us listen with the second radio on a sedrend to find sections, and later, find some unwdrétations.

| had great help from "the Hawaiians" KH6XT and KO{#&x-AH6B), and local KG7CM who usually operates
10m. Last section was NL, and it seems traditibomabait until Sunday morning for it out here on th# coast.

Call: W7WA Missed NL section for the second time in the phste years. Could not maintain a high rate at
the start of the contest due to my 20 meter cqgisggananswered and heavy QRM requiring seeminglijess

fills. By contrast Sunday conditions on 20 seemmeath improved, especially propagation to the Nashern

US and VE. The phone band expansions on 40 ars#é&®ed to have provide more elbow room and reduced
QRM.

Call: KT7G Closest | have been to a sweep since 92. OnlyadiKY, MS, SFL & BC.

Call: W7QN Antennas were Hustler mobile whips.

Call: K7RL Nice to hear all the ops with '07 checks gettimg ithe contest. It certainly made it more fun.
K6LL and NI1N were way ahead Saturday night arfibught they were going to leave me in the dustwun8s
like K6LL would have if it weren't for the jammein hindsight, | should have planned to finish auhearly
as my rate dropped like a stone.

As | sat on 20m and battled the QRM all weekenkedt thinking how fun this contest will be when 1@md

15m really start to open up. I've almost forgothdrat it's like not to share the same 3 Khz of badth with
several phone operators.

2007 CQWW CW

Call QSOs Zones Cntry hr  Score
M/2 HP
VP5W 8494 140 522 48 13,122,826

(K7LAZ K7TWA,VETXF,W7VV)
NGAX @ VE7SV (1/6th of VE7SV total) 796,769

SOAB HP
K7RL 1022 108 220 24 895,440
N7ZG(@N7BV) 711 101 210 47 589,345



K7ZA 519 98 215 434,428

W70M 481 94 207 377,755
K7HC 339 81 188 242 907
K7EG 322 66 160 15 193,682
N7BF 262 63 108 116,109
WA7AVL 190 61 86 74,592
KT7G 167 54 88 64,184
SOAB LP

K7HBN 319 66 139 30 176,505
NZ7G 320 70 123 153,049
W7TMT 225 50 82 23 76,296
W7QN 194 54 76 17.4 61,620
K7MO 125 67 44 36,519
N7WI 116 29 49 25,584
W7GTO 63 27 42 11,613
SOAB(A) HP

W70M 181 94 207 377,755
NN7SS(K6UFO) 452 86 215 21 350,665
N7XY 86 32 47 5 18,249
N9ADG 25 13 16 3 1,827
SOSB/20 HP

W7WA 853 37 117 349,000
SOSB/20 LP

N7WA 369 27 80 30 108,070
SOSB/15 LP

W7TSQ 13 10 10 620
CQWW CW Soapbox

Call: N7ZG First things first. | want to thank Chuck, N7BAhd his XYL Karen for their hospitality in
hosting me as a single op for this contest. Muolk went into getting the station ready for thatest and for
the wonderful meals served up to the operatingtposi This went along way to keeping me in theichad
plugging away. We had a computer glitch in the BR®2ying setup and managed to get it sorted outis$ed
the first half hour of the start.

The bad news first. | was expecting at leastflotias on 15 to JA. We had decent openings duhegSSB
leg and my VOACAP printouts were indicating goodFShatios for at least an hour. Needless to satyltha
only worked a handful from this location. The mugtter news is that the low bands rocked. | wordeite a
few zone 15 multipliers and even a handful of zbAeon 40M. There were two openings to EU. Dutimg
early evening | used a new wire antenna construgye@huck and designed by Chuck and Ward NJAX. It
played well for the early evening opening. We balild long path openings in the morning that | uSéaick's
sloper system to nab even more EU mults.

80M was wonderful. | didn't manage to work any Hidre (I did hear CU2A but was unable to make the
contact with Toni). The Africa openings were greatboth nights. | bagged ZS4TX, V51AS on 80 (20j
| managed to work 3X5A and D4C on 80, 40 and 20must have missed the zone 38 openings on 40M both
nights. | thought | played the short 20M EU opesipretty well. It seemed to favor zone 15 thst fitay and
14 the second. Maybe its just me. I'd like tortiemm anyone else who experienced the same piogas too
eager to get to 40M in the evening so | must haissed out on zones 23, 26, and 29 as a result.neér
seemed to open broadly or strongly to me. Everdhepening sucked (see earlier comments). Its@gsoor
that | just gave up on 10 completely. 160 waseagant surprise netting 12 countries in 12 zoNes.bad for
not having a separate receive antenna. All andadd fun. Many thanks to all the great ops, eigflg the



JA's who were so patient and plentiful on 20M. Betting better at SO2R, but | still need work. idt
especially difficult to do when tired/fatigued.

Call: KTEG West coast European openings were scarce. GabslfeaNA,CA,SA,Asia,Pacific & Africa.
Call: K7THBN Coronal hole or no coronal hole, this contestvugags fun.

Call: NN7SS After putting in so much effort to prepare anceigte the two sweepstakes, | was not highly
motivated for this contest. Then, equipment prolsldmapt me off for the first half-hour! Another cdep
adjustments and | finally got going. CQing was wductive, so | was 95 percent search and pounset. iny
goal to work 100 countries ("a DXCC") and managedtal of 101 countries. Worked KH6LC, KH7X and
E51A on 5 bands! Got up at 09Z each morning fohaar of low-bands. Was really, really hard to work
Europeans on 20m and 40m - and none worked on 8@%m. Nice to hear all the locals, and even harmmlgd

a few USA/zone3 multipliers.

Call: N9ADG Only had a little time the 2nd night and Sunday.A

Call: N7WA Knowing it was going to be a LP SOSB/20 operatiostarted the week by listening to and
recording the NCDXF beacon system. | was not ingg@sy the propagation possibilities. Still, CQWWs la
tendency to bring stations out of the woodwork Bhdd hope. The first 24 hours, that hope waszedliSure,
there wasn't much Europe from the Pacific NW beatrehwas enough to provide needed multipliers. @érdhe
and worked a total of TWO DL's and it sounds likeds one of the lucky ones locally.) Then, the b&se
out in moderate strength so there was some fue twad with slow paced runs. | was even working Réaeific
and SA at 9PM local. By the time | headed to be&aturday night, | had 77% percent of my 2006 Q&alg.

Alas, Sunday it was not to be. The closest | cgetdto Europe on Sunday morning was a weak El6naaybe
an EA. | did hear EA9, 1IS@, and CN2 all calling katit any real competition but they never heard met-
even a ?. Africa popped up, but the pileups wemeemdous and propagation made it harder than ridioma
bust them. | would go away and scan 20M but alvemgsback up at the pileups as there wasn't mueh@ldo
except beat my head against those walls. Ovetallas a day of 5-6 Q's an hour. The sunshine cuisas a
real lure but | kept my butt in the chair with degams of a spotted sun for next year (just a feas#). | never
made it to last year's Q total (29 shy)

I'm gonna chalk it up as a fun weekend... but tte was a close one. Hope it was fun for you.

Call: W7WA No European signals above S9 heard here thisemeekin fact | did not hear a signal at
all from LY, LZ, OE, ON, OZ, PA, SP, UR, YO and eticentral/eastern European entities. Congrate gmb
N7UA on his 80 meter score.

Call: W7QN Only 3 or 4 europe stations coming thru on 20

DX Packet Alert Network Frequencies
By Bob Nielsen, N7XY (n7xy@clearwire.net)

K7EK-1 - Spanaway (DX Spider Node), K7EK sysop.

Telnet to:k7ek.dyndns.orgport 9000

RF: 144.91 MHz - Connect to network node W7DK-=®rttype DXC.

145.01 MHz - Connect to network node SEA, then eghto network node K7EK-5, then type DXC.

N7XY Bainbridge Is. (DX Spider Node) 145.77 MHz, XY sysop.
Telnet ton7xy.net port 7300



W7DX Bellevue (AR Cluster node) 145.75 MHz, N6MZep.
Telnet tow7dx.net

W7JD-2 - Spanaway (CC Cluster Node - South Tacoom&st Club), K7EK sysop

Telnet tok7ek.dyndns.orgport 7373

RF: 144.91 MHz - Connect to network node W7DK-®rtliype DXC2.

145.01 MHz - Connect to network node SEA, then eahto network node K7EK-5, then type DXC2

W7PKT Auburn (DX Spider Node) 145.73 MHz, KA7CSEsgp.
Telnet tow7pkt.net port 7300

Lee Sawkins, VE7CC has written a versatile Windogesr program which works with AR Cluster, CC Cluste
or DX Spider nodes. It can be downloaded fitattp://www.bcdxc.org/ve7cc/default.htm

DX Spider user documentslatp://www.dxcluster.org/mainisermanual.html

AR Cluster user documentslatp://www.ab5k.net

Totem Trader

FOR SALE: LMR-400 cable at $0.65 per ft. Email Tattn7wi@arrl.netor call me at, 360.675.9404
FOR SALE: 83ft run of LMR-400 with PL-259 conneddor $65.00 Email Tom ah7wi@arrl.netor call me
at, 360.675.9404
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