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NEXT MEETING  IS SEPTEMBER  9 
 

 

WRTC 2014 

 Come hear from one of our own, Mitch, K7RL, as he tells of his 

experience in competing in the contest of contesters.   Mitch will ta lk about 

station set-up and equipment, strategy for the contest, operating the contest, 

and post-contest reflections.  Q&A will follow.  Donôt miss this! 

 

Robôs 125
th

 Street Grill , located at 125
th

 and Aurora Avenue North 

Dinner at 6:30 p.m., program starts at 7:30 p.m.  Dinner is $ 20 including tax 

and tip 

Please RSVP your dinner plans to Adam, K7EDX k7edx@arrl.net 
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Random Comments From the Editor  

 
 This monthôs meeting offers a rare ooportunity: to hear from one of the 

competitors all about WRTC 2014, the recently-concluded Olympics of Radio 

Contesting held in the Boston area.  Club member Mitch, K7RL, was one of the 

select competitors at WRTC 2014 and will speak about the station layout, strategy, 

operating and post-contest reflections, followed by a Q&A.  Just being a 

participant at a WRTC says that youôre in the cream of the crop among radio 

contesters.  Donôt miss this meetingðyouôll regret it if you do. 

 

 Later this month is the CW Open, sponsored by CWops.  This is a fun 

contest, especially for those of us getting on in years.  Instead of a 36 or 48 

endurance marathon, the CW Open is three 4-hour sessions, beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

local time on Friday, September 5 (0000 UTC September 6).  You can operate all 

three sessions, or two, or just one.  The exchange is simple:  serial number and 

name.  Complete rules, etc. are at http://www.cwops.org/cwopen.html  WWDXC 

is fielding a team for this event; if youôre interested contact Jim, K7WA, at 

jrhadlock74@msn.com 

 

 I read in Solid Copy, the newsletter of CW Ops, about a new code training 

program called ñCW Player.ò  You can read a lengthy article about it at 

http://www.cwops.org/newsletter/2014/08scopy14aug.pdf that includes the 

download location.  I havenôt tried it, but some may be interested. 

 

 Finally, the July Tabloid contained an article about a single feed line wire 

antenna for 80 and 160 designed to be installed on a tower.  Adam spent many 

hours here getting it installed and we encountered some strange interaction issues, 

either from the tower or the DB-36 on top.  If youôre thinking about installing this 

antenna, please speak to Adam or me before you go ahead. 

 

 Check out the Totem Trader this monthðlots of stuff for sale. 

 

 

The W7KH/W7GUV QSL Card Collection, Part 2: 

The Ebon Atoll DXpeditions 

By Robert Gregory, KD7H 

 Since its inception in 1937, the DXCC has gone through a number of 

changes to the rules, including re-evaluation of what defines an entity, formerly 

http://www.cwops.org/cwopen.html
mailto:jrhadlock74@msn.com
http://www.cwops.org/newsletter/2014/08scopy14aug.pdf
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referred to as a ñcountry.ò  Some DXers simply call them ñcounters.ò  Over the 

years, the definition of an entity has been fine-tuned and clarified like a weak DX 

signal.   

 Geographic and political events have certainly affected how an entity is 

defined, but events in our microcosmic world of amateur radio have also had an 

effect on the definition and the rule. 

 Where Do We Go Next? is the title of Martti Laineôs (OH2BH) book about 

his and othersô ñDX-ploits,ò and the title has been a question considered by a great 

number of DXpeditioners.  In asking the question, the ñnextòô DX destination 

could be an all-time new DX ñcounterò---especially if some point or possible 

loophole in the entity definition might reveal previously overlooked real estate. 

 After scouring atlases, poring over yellowed marine charts, or tattered and 

creased world maps in smoky, alcohol-infused backrooms, a rock barely 

protruding one foot above the salty spray, at high tide, may become ñwhere they go 

next,ò and an often valiant or, sometimes, misguided effort is made to make it 

count. 

 To introduce this next installment of the history of some rather ñwild DXò 

illustrated by QSL cards from the John Dack, W7KH/W7GUV QSL card 

collection, I will now share a short rhyme originally penned by that venerable old-

timer Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD (SK) of the West Coast DX Bulletin fame and an 

anecdote in the style of the WCDXB: 

Let us probe the silent places 

Let us seek what luck betides us 

Let me take you to a lonely land I know 

Thereôs a whisper on the night wind 

Thereôs a star agleam to guide us 

And the wild DX is calling 

Let us go! 
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 The local QRPer climbed up the famous hill to the Old Timerôs QTH and the 

young DXer, often puzzled by the Eternal Enigmas, came prepared with a deep 

and complex question about why an operation from a tiny Pacific Ocean atoll 

called Ebon, supposedly part of the Marshall Islands, would count as a ñnew one.ò  

In response to the question posed, the Old Timer began to emit a kind of burped, 

high-pitched whine reminiscent of a regen receiver being tuned across an 

interfering heterodyne.  The QRPer cocked his head and leaned in so as to better 

hear the response.  Through what, for a moment, sounded like a static crash on 

one-sixty, the Old Timer, barely above the noise level, slowly uttered one word, 

ñinexplicable.ò   

 In the January 1966 issue of QST magazine, three additions to the DXCC 

Countries List were announced: Cormoran Reef, Ebon Atoll, and the Spratly 

Islands.  QSL cards for these ñcountriesò could be submitted beginning March 1, 

1966, and it was also stated that ñSpratly is a territory with historic claims by four 

different countries but territory in possession by no one country.  Confirmations for 

operations from Ebon Atoll made under permission from either Ecuador or the 

U.N. Trust Territory will be accepted for credit.  Operations from Cormoran Reef 

made under permission from either Costa Rica or the U.N. Trust Territory will be 

accepted for credit.ò     

 Ebon Atoll is a coral atoll of twenty-two islands centered at 167 degrees East 

and 4 degrees North in the Pacific Ocean (please see map).  It forms a legislative 

district of the Ralik Chain of the Marshall Islands.  Being approximately 96 miles 

south of Jaluit Atoll, Ebon is on the southernmost extremity of the Ralik Chain, 

and it is the southernmost land mass of the Marshall Islands.  
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 At the end of World War II, Ebon came under the control of the United 

States as part of the U.N. Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands until the 

independence of the Marshall Islands in 1986.  Currently, a contact with Ebon 

Atoll would count for DXCC as the Marshall Islands (V7), Islands on the Air 

number OC-028 (Ralik Chain), CQ zone 31 for the Worked All Zones award, and, 

of course, Oceania for the Worked All Continents award. 

 Since Ebon Atoll was rumored to soon become a DXCC ñcounter,ò in the 

autumn of 1965 two Ebon DXpeditions were undertaken.  One by Don Miller, ex- 

W9WNV (now AE6IY) and Chuck Swain K7LMU (SK) as K7LMU/HC8E under 

the supposed approval of the Ecuadorian government for Ebon Atoll and from the 

Costa Rican government for Cormoran Reef.  The other Ebon Atoll DXpedition 

was carried out by Lloyd and Iris Colvin, W6KG (SK) and W6QL (SK), as 

KX6SZ/Ebon with permission from the Trust Territory of the Pacific (please see 

QSL cards and log extracts). 
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 Although the January 1966 QST DXCC announcement for Ebon Atoll and 

Cormoran Reef did not contain documentation regarding why these two 

ñcountriesò should count for DXCC,  Ecuadorôs claim to Ebon and Costa Ricaôs 

claim to Cormoran had been alluded to in the official January 1966 announcement.  

The lack of firm documentation by the two supposed parent countries was revealed 

in the December 1966 QST DXCC announcement of the withdrawal of Ebon Atoll 

and Cormoran Reef from the DXCC list.  The following points were clarified in 

the December 1966 QST DXCC announcement: (1) maps relied upon were 

inaccurate (e.g. Rand McNally 1963); (2) consuls had mistakenly issued 

authorization to Chuck Swain and Don Miller; and (3) the two areas, Ebon Atoll 


