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SeptembeR014

NEXT MEETING IS SEPTEMBER 9

WRTC 2014

Comehear from one of our own,Mitch, K7RL, as he tells of his
experience in competing in the contest of contesterdMitch will ta Ik about
station setup and equipment,strategy for the contest, operating the contest,
and postcontest reflections. Q&A will follow. Don & miss this!

Robds 125" Street Grill, located at 128 and Aurora Avenue North

Dinner at 6:30 p.m., program starts at 7:30 p.m.Dinner is $ 20including tax
and tip

Please RSVRour dinner plans to Adam, K7EDX k7edx@arrl.net
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Random Commeris From the Editor

This montlés meeting offers a rawoportunity to hear from one of the
competitors all about WTC 2014 the recentlyconcluded Olympics of Radio
Contesting held in the Boston area. Club member Mitch, K7RL, was one of the
select competitors at WRTC 2014 and will speak abmeistation lagut, strategy,
operating and postontest reflections, followed by a Q&A. Just being a
participant at a WRTCays that yoGe in the cream of the crop among radio
contesters. Ddhmiss this meeting youdl regret it if you do.

Later this month is the CW Open, sgored by CW@ps. This is a fun
contest, especially for those of us getting on in yebnstead of a 36 or 48
endurance marathon, the CW Open is thrbeur sessions, beginning=a00 p.m.
local time on Friday, September@Q0 UTC September 6). You can operate all
three sessions, or two, or just orkhe exchange is simple: serial number and
name. Complete rules, etc. arelatp://www.cwops.org/cwopen.htmiVWDXC
is fielding a team for this event youGe interested contact Jim, K7WA, at
jrhadlock74@nsn.com

| readin Solid Copy, the newsletter of CW Ops, about a new t@ilgng
program callediCW Playerd You can read a lengthy article about it at
http://www.cwops.org/newsletter/2014/08scopyl4augtipalf includes the
download location. | heend tried it, but some may be interested.

Finally, the July Tabloid contained an article about a sifegd linewire
antenna for 80 and 160 designed to be installedtower. Adam spent many
hours here getting it installed and we encountered some strange interaction issues,
either from the towr or the DB36 on top. If yode thinking about installing this
antenna, please speak to Adam or me before yahgad.

Check out the Totem Trader this moitiots of stuff for sale.

The W7KH/W7GUV QSL Card Collection, Part 2:

The Ebon Atoll DXpeditions
By Robert GregoryKD7H

Since its inception in 193 the DXCC has gone through a number of
changes to the rules, includingeealuation of what definean entity formerly
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referredtoa s a i cSomerDXearsysimply call theficountersd Over the
years, the definition of an entity has been4ineed and clarified like a weak DX
signal.

Geographiand political events have certainly affectemv an entity is
defined but events imur microcosmic world of amateur radio halsohad an
effect on the definition and the rule.

Where Do We Go Nexi8 the title of Matt | Lai nebs apddtH2 BH)
hi s an d@DXeploits@andstle titlehasbeen a question considered by a great
numker of DXpeditioners. In asking the question, thexd [Deéstination
could beanall-time new DXfcounteb---especially if som@oint or possible
loopholein the entity definition might reveal previously overlookedl estate

After scouring atlaseporing overyellowed narine chartsor tattered and
creasedvorld maps in smoky, alcohatfused backrooms, a roddarely
protruding one foot above the salty spray, at high tide, may bedehere they go
nextp and an often valiant psometimesmisguided effort is made to ke it
count.

To introduce this next installment of the historysofne rathefiwild DX0
illustratedby QSL cards fronthe John DackW7KH/W7GUV QSL card
collection, | will now share a shatttymeoriginally pennedy thatvenerableold-
timer Hugh CassidyWAGBAUD (SK) of theWest Coast DX Bulletifameand an
anecdote in the style of the WCDXB

Let us probe the silent places
Let us seek what luck betides us

Let me take you to a lonely land | know

Thereds a whisper on the nigl

Thereds a smeus agleam to gu
And the wild DX is calling

Let us go!



The | ocal QRPer c¢cl i mbed up the famou
young DXer often puzzled by thEternal Enigmascame prepared with@deep
andcomplexquestion about why an operation from a tiny Racifcean atoll
called Ebon, supposedly part of the Btaall Islandsywould count as @&ew oned
In response to the question poséd, Old Timerbegan to emit a kind of burped,
high-pitched whine reminiscent of a regen receiver being tuned across an
interfering heterodyne. The QRPer cocked his head and leaned in so as to better
hear the response. Through what, for a moment, sounded like a statiorcrash
onesixty, the Old Timer, barely abovke noise levelslowly uttered one word,

Ai nexnploi cabl e

In the Januar{966 issue oQSTmagazine, three additions to the DXCC
Countries List were announced: Cormoran Reef, Ebon,Atotithe Spratly
Islands. QSL cards for theBeountrie® could be submitted beginning March 1,
1966, andt was also statedhettin Spr atly i s a territory wi
different countries but territory in possession by no one countonfitéations for
operations from Ebon Atoll made under permission from either Ecuador or the
U.N. Trust Territory will be accepdefor credit. Operations from Cormoran Reef
made under permission from either Costa Rica or the U.N. Trust Territory will be
accepted for credi.

Ebon Atoll is a coral atoll of twentiwo islandscenterecht 167 degrees East
and 4 degrees North inglPacific Ocealplease see map)t forms a legislative
district of the Ralik Chain of the Marshall Island8eing approximately 96 miles
south of Jaluit Atoll, Ebois on the southernmost extremity of the Ralik Chain,
and itis the southernmostiid mas of the Marshall Islands
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At the end of World War Il, Ebon came under the control of the United
States as part of the U.N. Trust Territory of the Patsfands until the
independence of the Marshall Islands in 1986. Currently, a contact with Ebon
Atoll would count forDXCC as the Marshall Islands (V7), Islands on the Air
number OG028 (Ralik Chain)CQ zone 31 for the Worked All Zones awaadd,
of courseOceania for the Worked All Continents award.

Since Ebon Atoll was rumored to soon beeaanDXCCiicountergin the
autumn of 196%wo Ebon DXpeditions were undertaken. One by Don Mid&r
WIOWNYV (nowAEG6IY) and Chu& Swain K7LMU SK) as K7LMU/HC8Eunder
the supposed approval of theuadorian governmeribr Ebon Atoll and from the
CostaRican government for Cormorare® The otheEbon Atoll DXpedition
was carried out by Lloyd and Iris Colvin, W6KGK) and W6QL EK), as
KX6SZ/Ebon with permission from the Trust Territory of the Pacific (please see
QSL cards and log extracts).
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EBON ATOLL

1965 ASIA-PACIFIC DXPEDITION
SPONSORED BY THE WORLD RADIO
PROPAGATION STUDY ASSOCIATION

1965 Asia-Pacific DXpedition
OPERATOR

3 & =) AP OPRPON . R e
K7LIVIU{H08E Ebon Ato))

: CHUCK SWAEN K7LMU .
Equipment: . Vi
Gear: Collins S-Line (3283, 7583B)
Antennas: Hy-Gain 14AVQ, 203BA, Dipoles <
Electro-Voice microphones /
Call Date GMT MCS Mode R(S)T
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mie_ W7 GLY  EBON ATOLL - - PACIFIC OCEAN
THE YASME ROUND THE WORLD DX-PEDITION

IS HAPPY TO CONFIRM YOUR QSO

W A /1%_{6»41‘ 0#23/ MC /4 RST\577 @ SSB
—

OPERATOR fhs: Liloyd Colvin

|

Vi I ion, . 2t 025, Sir ey, iior ‘

hanks for your contribution and card. ‘

QSO information verified from logs, and &/é & 6, |

sent to you by: ‘
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Although theJanuary 1966 QST DXCC announcement for Ebon Atoll and
Cormoran Reef did not contain documentation regarding why these two
ficountrie® should count foDXCC, Ecuador 6s cl aim to Ebon
claim to Cormoran had been alluded to in the offidauary 196@&nnouncement.
The lack of firm documentation by the two supposed parent countries was revealed
in the December 1966 QST DXCC announcement of the withdrawal of Ebon Atoll
and Cormoran Reef from the DXCC listhe following points werelarified in
theDecember 1966 QST DXCC announceméhf:maps relied upon were
inaccurate (e.g. Rand McNally 19682) consuls had mistakenly issued

authorizatiorto Chuck Swain and Don Milleand(3) the two areas, Ebon Atoll
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